
The citizens of Sonoma Valley have already made clear their vision for SDC's future at the 
Transform SDC Workshop on May 2, 2015. Workshop attendees seek a humane and efficient 
process of collaboration during the closure period, appropriately staffed Board and Care Homes 
for resident transfer with well trained and paid staffing.  These Board and Care Homes should, 
of course, be located on SDC's grounds by repurposing the existing buildings. SDC is already a 
community. The plan should include onsite housing and health services available to clients 
during the closure and transfer period. 
 
The reason for this is that it is the right thing to do. Our jails and city streets are filled with 
people who need a safe compassionate home our Sonoma Developmental Center is such a 
place. Already owned by the people of California. Our community is working on a new paradigm 
for our states developmentally disabled and perhaps for others with mental issues i.e. 
Veterans, autism, Alzheimer’s etc. The founders of SDC wanted it to be a model of a safe and 
caring place for their children and the current parents who have trusted their loved ones to the 
care of this institution want the same. We wish to repurpose and transform SDC into an 
institution that will be a model for other such institutions that are still being closed all over the 
country. But we need time and the states goodwill and cooperation to help us make this a 
reality. Sonoma Valley is a mecca of bright, creative, educated citizens who do not want to see 
SDC used for anything other than its original purpose. We want to see a vital repurposing of the 
whole campus. Shame on our state for allowing the delayed maintenance that we are now 
attempting to overcome. No more benign neglect the community has a gem that needs to be 
reset. 
 
The open space lands associated with SDC should be transferred to the adjacent Parks for their 
protection.  These lands which are an invaluable natural resource, offering a wildlife corridor 
from Sonoma Mountain to the Mayacamas Mountains are already utilized by the public for 
recreational purposes and bordered by State and Regional Parks.  Transfer is the best option.  
Sonoma has offered its 'vision' for SDC's future now it's time for DDS to clearly make their plans 
known to the community for further discussion. We do not plan to go away we are committed 
to keeping this historic property as a home for our most vulnerable. 
 
In Peace, 
 
Marilyn Goode 
 


