
August 30, 2015 
 
Dear Samantha, 
 
This letter of great concern is in response to the effects of the closure of Sonoma 
Developmental Center.  
 
Our brother, David Cunnyngham, has been a resident of SDC in Nelson C Unit for the past fifty 
years.  He has profound retardation (an IQ of 11), significant physical impairments and medical 
issues that require specialized care.  During his time at SDC, he has received excellent care for 
his physical, medical and social needs. Our parents, John and Doris Cunnyngham who are now 
deceased, had complete trust of the SDC staff and processes of care for David.  My sister and I 
have also been able to relax in the knowledge that our brother was cared for in a skilled and 
professional manner. 
 
We now have significant concerns about this transition of David out of SDC and into an 
unknown community setting: 
                 

• Proper training of care givers and ongoing oversight of their competency (stability of 
staff and residence). 

• How continuing Medical/dental care will be handled.  Using Health professionals who 
know how to work with severely disabled people.  

• Over the long term, the frequency and thoroughness of visitations to care facilities by 
the Regional Center staff to check up on quality of residents’ care. 

• Finding the right living situation for the level of his disabilities (issues of safety and at 
risk physical problems). 

• Periodic meetings and reports for conservators.  Open communication with all parties 
concerned. 

• Concern over how this transition can be made smoothly in such a short period of time. 
 
We hope and pray that our brother will be safe from substandard care, safe from abuse, safe 
from being forgotten by those who are supposed to oversee, evaluate and protect. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anne Cunnyngham Russell and Catherine Cunnyngham Jordeth, Co-Conservators (limited 
conservatorship) for David Cunnyngham (resident of Nelson C, SDC) 
                 
 


